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1 and 2 Family Dwellings 
Single and multiple-station smoke alarms 
(detectors) shall be installed in the following loca-
tions: 

• In each sleeping room.

• Outside of each sleeping area in the immediate

vicinity of the bedroom.

• On each additional story of the dwelling, including

basements but not including crawl spaces and un-
inhabitable attics. In dwellings or dwelling units
with split levels and without an intervening door
between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm in-
stalled on the upper level shall suffice for the adja-
cent lower level provided that the lower level is
less than one full story below the upper level.

When more than one smoke alarm is required to be 
installed within an individual dwelling unit the alarm 
devices shall be interconnected in such a manner 
that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the 
alarms in the individual unit. The alarm shall be 
clearly audible in all bedrooms over background 
noise levels with all intervening doors closed.  

Exception: 

• Interconnection is not required in existing buildings

which are not undergoing alterations, repairs, or
construction of any kind.
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Alterations, Repairs or Additions 

(R 317.1.1)
When interior alterations, repairs, additions or con-
versions requiring a permit occur, or when one or 
more sleeping rooms are added or created in existing 
dwellings, the individual dwelling unit shall be pro-
vided with smoke alarms located as required for new 
dwellings; the smoke alarms shall be interconnected 
and hard wired with battery backup. 

Exceptions: 

• Except for bed and breakfast dwellings, smoke

alarms in existing areas shall not be required to be
interconnected and hard wired where the altera-
tions or repairs do not result in the removal of inte-
rior wall or ceiling finishes exposing the structure,
unless there is an attic, crawl space or basement
available which could provide access for hard wir-
ing and interconnection without the removal of inte-
rior finishes.

• Repairs to the exterior surfaces of dwellings are

exempt from the requirements of this section.

Power Source
The required smoke alarms shall receive their pri-
mary power from a lighting circuit of the building wir-
ing system when such wiring is served from a com-
mercial source, and when primary power is inter-
rupted, shall receive power from a battery. Wiring 
shall be permanent and without a disconnecting 
switch other than those required for over current pro-
tection. Smoke alarms shall be permitted to be bat-
tery operated when installed in buildings without 
commercial power or in buildings that undergo altera-
tions, repairs or additions regulated by Section 
R317.1.1. 

Installation Guidelines
The following are general guidelines for the place-
ment and installation of smoke alarms, however, the 
Manufacturers installation instructions must be 
followed for all installations. 

• Smoke alarms must be mounted on the ceiling at

least four inches from a wall or on a wall with the
top of the detector not less than four (4) inches, or
more than twelve (12) inches, below the ceiling.

(continued on page 2) 



 

 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

Single and multiple-station carbon monoxide 
alarms (detectors) shall be installed in all newly 
constructed dwelling units, and in all dwelling units 
offered for sale and shall be installed in the following 
location(s): 

• Within each dwelling unit and within 15 feet of 

every sleeping area. 

• On any story of a dwelling unit where fuel-fired ap-

pliances and equipment, solid-fuel burning appli-
ances and equipment, fireplaces or attached ga-
rages are located. 

When more than one smoke alarm is required to be 
installed within an individual dwelling unit the alarm 
devices shall be interconnected in such a manner 
that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the 
alarms in the individual unit. The alarm shall be 
clearly audible in all bedrooms over background 
noise levels with all intervening doors closed.  
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FAQ’s 
If my alarms (detectors) are hard wired, do I have 
to change the batteries? 

• Although the alarm receives it’s primary power 

from the buildings electrical system, the batteries 
still wear out and should be changed annually. 

Do my alarms need any maintenance? 

• Test alarms regularly. 

• Vacuum the outside cover regularly to remove dust 

and dirt particles. 

• Replace alarms every 10 years at a minimum. 

My house only has 1 smoke alarm, am I required 
to have more? 

• The Property Maintenance Code of New York 

State requires that every dwelling unit either new 
or existing have an alarm in each bedroom, out-
side each bedroom and on every level. These 
can however be battery operated (see page 1). 

Electrical Installations 
All electrical installations must be inspected by one of 
the following Town of Penfield approved agencies: 

• Commonwealth Electrical Inspection Service, Inc.

(800) 437-5799 

• Middle Department Inspection Agency, Inc.     

(800) 432-5191 

• New York Electrical Inspection Agency            

(585) 436-4460 

It is strongly advised that the electrical agency be 
selected and consulted with during the planning 
stage of your project. 

• Smoke alarms should not be located within kitch-

ens, garages or in other spaces where tempera-
tures can fall below 32° F or exceed 100° F. 

• Smoke alarms should not be located within three 

(3) feet of supply registers for a forced air heating 
or cooling system and doors to a kitchen or bath-
room with a tub or shower because these condi-
tions cause excessive, erratic and unreliable op-
erations. 

• Smoke alarms in rooms with ceiling slopes greater 

than one (1) foot rise per eight (8) foot horizontal 
run shall be located at the high side of the room. 

• A smoke alarm installed in a stairwell should be 

located to ensure that smoke rising in the stairwell 
cannot be prevented from reaching the alarm by 
an intervening door or obstruction. 

• If there are no bedrooms in the basement, the rec-

ommended location of the alarm is then in close 
proximity to the stairway leading to the floor above. 

• Smoke alarms should not be located within thirty 

six (36) inches horizontally of ceiling fan blades. 

• Smoke alarms must be adequately secured. 

• Life expectancy of smoke alarms is about ten (10) 

years. When replacing a hardwired smoke alarm, 
the replacement must also be hardwired. 

• In all cases install the smoke alarm according to 

the manufacturers instructions. 

Power Source 
• Carbon monoxide alarms are permitted to be con-

nected to the building wiring system, cord or plug-
connected, or battery operated. 

• Where Carbon monoxide alarms are permanently 

installed, they shall receive their primary power 
from a lighting circuit of the building wiring system, 
providing that such wiring system is served from a 
commercial source. Wiring shall be permanent and 
without a disconnecting switch other than as re-
quired for over current protection. 


